On 16 September 2007, five years after his death, the cause for the beatification of Vietnamese Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyên Van Thuân, who had been President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace from 24 June 1998 until his death, was opened.
 

The announcement was made by his successor, Renato Raffaele Cardinal Martino.
 

The formal opening of the process for beatification coincided with the audience granted on 17 September 2007 by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, during which the Holy Father highlighted “the shining witness of faith which this heroic Pastor bequeathed to us.”

