CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE IN SRI LANKA

2 August 2006 
 STATEMENT REGARDING THE VOLATILE SITUATION IN SRI LANKA

The Catholic Bishops' Conference in Sri Lanka (CBCSL) at its plenary meeting held in Jaffna on the 1st and 2nd of August 2006 surveyed in depth the present situation of the ethnic conflict. The Bishops are deeply concerned about the daily deterioration of the present situation of the country. Various attempts have been made to resolve this conflict with no solution in view. It is very unfortunate that innocent civilians have become the target of attack. Both parties, the LTTE and the Government blame each other for the brutal killings. We believe that the commitment to truth is the soul of justice. Presently the country is on the brink of a situation of war and there is an impasse as regards the peace process. No headway is seen to be made towards the arrival of negotiated settlement to the ethnic conflict.
The Catholic Bishops' Conference categorically states that we are for a united Sri Lanka. Peace is the urgent need of the hour. Peace with dignity and justice with the maximum possible devolution of power to the North and East within a unified Sri Lankan identity.

We therefore propose the following urgent measures:

a) Cease Fire Agreement (C.F.A.) to be totally upheld by both parties.
b) That the Norwegian facilitation be continued and the role of the SLMM (Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission) be strengthened.
c) That all parties refrain from violence and stop all murders and killings.
d) Resume immediately the dialogue towards a negotiated settlement rejecting war totally.

The Catholics of Sri Lanka comprise both Sinhalese and Tamils. The Catholic Bishops' Conference of Sri Lanka at this crucial moment in the history of our nation would humbly offer to be at the service of our country to bring peace and stability which is so very necessary for the well being of our people.
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